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Assaults on democracy are increasingly coming from the actions of duly elected
governments, rather than coups. Backsliding examines the processes through which
elected rulers weaken checks on executive power, curtail political and civil liberties, and
undermine the integrity of the electoral system. Drawing on detailed case studies,
including the United States and countries in Latin America, Eastern Europe, and Africa,
the book focuses on three, inter-related causal mechanisms: the pernicious effects of
polarization; realignments of party systems that enable elected autocrats to gain
legislative power; and the incremental nature of derogations, which divides oppositions
and keeps them off balance. A concluding chapter looks at the international context of
backsliding and the role of new technologies in these processes. An online appendix
provides detailed accounts of backsliding in 16 countries, which can be found at
www.cambridge.org/backsliding.
Drawing together leading scholars, the book provides a revealing new map of the US
political economy in cross-national perspective.
Robert Dahl's Preface helped launch democratic theory fifty years ago as a new area of
study in political science, and it remains the standard introduction to the field. Exploring
problems that had been left unsolved by traditional thought on democracy, Dahl here
examines two influential models--the Madisonian, which represents prevailing American
doctrine, and its recurring challenger, populist theory--arguing that they do not
accurately portray how modern democracies operate. He then constructs a model more
consistent with how contemporary democracies actually function, and, in doing so,
develops some original views of popular sovereignty and the American constitutional
system.
This book systematically explains why some countries are democracies while others
are not.
A survey of the political economy of James Buchanan seeking to explain his theories in
detail and evaluate them in depth, covering topics such as the constitution and its
failure, democracy, operational rules for the constitution and economics.
This book raises and addresses questions about the consequences of democratic
institutions for economic performance.
`In Political Economy and the Labour Party, Noel Thompson gives an informative and
stimulating outline of the ideas and theories that have shaped the party’s economic
policy since 1900.’ - Times Literary Supplement A new edition of the American Library
Association's `Outstanding Academic Book' award winner. This new volume brings this
study of the rich tradition of British socialist political economy and its influence on the
British Labour Party fully up-to-date. Surveying the Labour tradition from the Fabianism
of the Webbs to the `social-ism’ of Tony Blair’s Third Way, this new edition considers
the critical engagement of these political economies with capitalism and the policies
they articulate. It also discusses the manner in which they influence, or establish the
context for, Labour’s economic thinking and policymaking and traces the ideological
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trajectory British social democratic political economy over the course of the twentieth
century. In its concluding chapter this volume assesses the present character of the
political economy advanced by the Labour Party and raises the question as to whether
it can any longer be considered part of the social democratic tradition. This is an
essential new edition of this now standard text for students taking courses on the
history of political and economic thought and, more generally, courses on the political
and intellectual history of nineteenth- and twentieth-century Britain.

Essay from the year 2016 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic:
Globalization, Political Economics, grade: A, American University of Central Asia
(American University of Central Asia), course: International Comparative Politics,
language: English, abstract: The integration of both political and economic
institutions for shaping the scope of equality and freedom has been the hot
discussion of both politicians and economists in our dynamic era of globalization
all around the world. Distribution of wealth, a balance level of equality and
freedom and social security of the public have been influential elements of the
political economic system, which are significant issues for achieving national
prosperity and economic growth of the state. The main goal of this research
paper is to analyse and illustrate the comparisons of the world’s most dynamic
political economic systems, which are Social democracy and Liberal democracy,
and their contributions to economic growth and development. Social democratic
systems will be better in providing economic growth and prosperity for nations
regards to focusing on social welfare policies, establishing regulations for
economic activities, managing of money and distribution of wealth, and
maintenance of high living standard for public compared to liberal democracy.
This book challenges the view that liberal democracy is the inevitable outcome of
economic modernization. Focusing on the stable and prosperous societies of
Pacific Asia, it argues that contemporary political arrangements are legitimised by
the values of hierarchy, familism and harmony. An arrangement that clearly
contrasts with a western understanding of political liberalism and the
communicatory democracy it facilitates. Instead of political change resulting from
a demand for autonomy by interest groups in civil society, the adoption of
democratic practice in Asia ought to be viewed primarily as a state strategy to
manage socio-economic change.
Understanding the governance of nations is a key challenge in contemporaneous
political economy. This book provides new advances and the latest research in
the field of political economy, dealing with the study of institutions, governance,
democracy and elections. The volume focuses on issues such as the role of
institutions and political governance in society, the working of democracy and the
electoral performance in several case studies. The chapters involve cutting edge
research on many different countries, including the USA, Great Britain, Germany,
Spain and the Third World. The authors of the chapters are leading scholars in
political economy from America, Europe and Asia.
In the 1980s some developing countries adopted orthodox market-oriented
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policies in response to international economic crises, others experimented with
alternative programs, and still others failed to develop coherent adjustment
strategies of any sort. Building on the case studies in Economic Crisis and Policy
Choice, these essays offer comparative analysis of these divergent experiences
with macroeconomic stabilization and structural adjustment. Barbara Stallings
and Miles Kahler explore the external pressures on governments. Peter Evans
and John Waterbury examine the role of the state in the adjustment process,
Evans through the lens of earlier historical experience with economic
restructuring, Waterbury by focusing on the politics of privatization. Joan Nelson
analyzes the politics of income distribution in the adjustment process, and
Haggard and Kaufman investigate the political correlates of inflation and
stabilization. A final essay assesses the prospects for combining market-oriented
reforms with political democratization.
In the last two decades, there has been a widespread movement from
authoritarian to democratic rule among developing countries, often occurring
against a backdrop of severe economic crises and the adoption of marketoriented reforms. The coincidence of these events raises long-standing questions
about the relationship between economic and political change. In this book,
Stephan Haggard and Robert Kaufman explore this relationship, addressing a
variety of questions: What role have economic crises played in the current wave
of political liberalization and democratization? Can new democracies manage the
daunting political challenges posed by economic reform? Under what economic
and institutional conditions is democracy most likely to be consolidated? Drawing
on contemporary political economy and the experiences of twelve Latin American
and Asian countries, they develop a new approach to understanding democratic
transitions. Haggard and Kaufman first analyze the relationship between
economic crisis and authoritarian withdrawal and then examine how the
economic and institutional legacies of authoritarian rule affect the capacity of new
democratic governments to initiate and sustain economic policy reform. Finally,
the authors analyze the consolidation of political and economic reform over the
long run. Throughout, they emphasize the relationship between economic
conditions, the interests and power of contending social groups, and the
mediating role of representative institutions, particularly political parties.
This book presents the latest research in the field of Political Economy, dealing
with the integration of economics and politics and the way institutions affect
social decisions. The authors are eminent scholars from the U.S., Canada,
Britain, Spain, Italy, Mexico and the Philippines. Many of them have been
influenced by Nobel laureate Douglass North, who pioneered the new institutional
social sciences, or by William H. Riker who contributed to the field of positive
political theory. The book focuses on topics such as: case studies in institutional
analysis; research on war and the formation of states; the analysis of corruption;
new techniques for analyzing elections, involving game theory and empirical
methods; comparing elections under plurality and proportional rule, and in
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developed and new democracies.
The twenty-first century has seen major challenges to freedom and democracy.
Authoritarianism is on the rise and democracy is in retreat. Some promote
individualism and markets as the solution to almost every problem. On the other
side there are those who champion collectivism and full public ownership. Neither
side is convincing. Unrestrained capitalism has exacerbated inequality. Socialism
in practice has ended democracy. Effective defenders of liberty and human
flourishing must find a different course. This book argues for a pragmatic, social
democratic liberalism that avoids unrealistic extremes and tackles major
problems such as inequality and climate change.
Bartels’s acclaimed examination of how the American political system favors the
wealthy—now fully revised and expanded The first edition of Unequal Democracy
was an instant classic, shattering illusions about American democracy and
spurring scholarly and popular interest in the political causes and consequences
of escalating economic inequality. This revised, updated, and expanded second
edition includes two new chapters on the political economy of the Obama era.
One presents the Great Recession as a "stress test" of the American political
system by analyzing the 2008 election and the impact of Barack Obama's "New
New Deal" on the economic fortunes of the rich, middle class, and poor. The
other assesses the politics of inequality in the wake of the Occupy Wall Street
movement, the 2012 election, and the partisan gridlock of Obama’s second term.
Larry Bartels offers a sobering account of the barriers to change posed by
partisan ideologies and the political power of the wealthy. He also provides new
analyses of tax policy, partisan differences in economic performance, the
struggle to raise the minimum wage, and inequalities in congressional
representation. President Obama identified inequality as "the defining challenge
of our time." Unequal Democracy is the definitive account of how and why our
political system has failed to rise to that challenge. Now more than ever, this is a
book every American needs to read.
Advocates for economic development often call for greater transparency. But
what does transparency really mean? What are its consequences? This
breakthrough book demonstrates how information impacts major political
phenomena, including mass protest, the survival of dictatorships, democratic
stability, as well as economic performance. The book introduces a new measure
of a specific facet of transparency: the dissemination of economic data. Analysis
shows that democracies make economic data more available than do similarly
developed autocracies. Transparency attracts investment and makes
democracies more resilient to breakdown. But transparency has a dubious
consequence under autocracy: political instability. Mass-unrest becomes more
likely, and transparency can facilitate democratic transition - but most often a new
despotic regime displaces the old. Autocratic leaders may also turn these threats
to their advantage, using the risk of mass-unrest that transparency portends to
unify the ruling elite. Policy-makers must recognize the trade-offs transparency
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entails.
This ground-breaking new volume focuses on the interaction between political,
social, and economic change in Central and Eastern Europe and the New
Independent States. It includes a wide selection of analytic papers, thoughtprovoking essays by leading scholars in diverse fields, and an agenda for future
research. It integrates work on the micro and macro levels of the economy and
provides a broad overview of the transition process. This volume broadens the
current intellectual and policy debate concerning the historic transition now taking
place from a narrow concern with purely economic factors to the dynamics of
political and social change. It questions the assumption that the post-communist
economies are all following the same path and that they will inevitably develop
into replicas of economies in the advanced industrial West. It challenges
accepted thinking and promotes the utilization of new methods and perspectives.
Germany is a central case for research on comparative political economy, which
has inspired theorizing on national differences and historical trajectories. This
book assesses Germany’s political economy after the end of the "social
democratic" 20th century to rethink its dominant properties and create new
opportunities for using the country as a powerful lens into the evolution of
democratic capitalism. Documenting large-scale changes and new tensions in
the welfare state, company strategies, interest intermediation, and
macroeconomic governance, the volume makes the case for analysing
contemporary Germany through the politics of imbalance rather than the longstanding paradigm of institutional stability. This conceptual reorientation around
inequalities and disparities provides much-needed traction for clarifying the
causal dynamics that govern ongoing processes of institutional recomposition.
Delving into the politics of imbalance, the volume explicates the systemic
properties of capitalism, multivalent policy feedback, and the organizational
foundations of creative adjustment as key vantage points for understanding new
forms of distributional conflict within and beyond Germany. The chapters in this
book were originally published as a special issue of German Politics.
Complementarities between political and economic institutions have kept Brazil in
a low-level economic equilibrium since 1985.
Our economy is designed by the 1 percent, for the 1 percent. This book offers a
compelling vision of an equitable, ecologically sustainable alternative that meets
the essential needs of all people. We live in a world where twenty-six billionaires
own as much wealth as half the planet's population. The extractive economy we
live with now enables the financial elite to squeeze out maximum gain for
themselves, heedless of damage to people or planet. But Marjorie Kelly and Ted
Howard show that there is a new economy emerging focused on helping
everyone thrive while respecting planetary boundaries. At a time when competing
political visions are at stake the world over, this book urges a move beyond
tinkering at the margins to address the systemic crisis of our economy. Kelly and
Howard outline seven principles of what they call a Democratic Economy:
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community, inclusion, place (keeping wealth local), good work (putting labor
before capital), democratized ownership, ethical finance, and sustainability. Each
principle is paired with a place putting it into practice: Pine Ridge, Preston,
Portland, Cleveland, and more. This book tells stories not just of activists and
grassroots leaders but of the unexpected accomplices of the Democratic
Economy. Seeds of a future beyond corporate capitalism and state socialism are
being planted in hospital procurement departments, pension fund offices, and
even company boardrooms. The road to a system grounded in community,
democracy, and justice remains uncertain. Kelly and Howard help us understand
we make this road as we walk it by taking a first step together beyond isolation
and despair.
Why do some nations and cities attain high levels of economic and social
prosperity? What makes them so successful? The kinds of factors habitually cited
in answer to these questions explain why nations improve their economic and
social performance but not why a small group of nations (or cities) perform much
better than the rest. Economists stress efficient markets, effective industries and
functional factors like transport, health, education, and infrastructure. Political
scientists emphasize honest and democratic government. This book argues that
three further factors are key: paradoxes, patterns, and portals. To an unusual
degree, the world’s most prosperous economies and societies think and act
paradoxically. At their core are enigmatic, puzzle-like belief systems that elicit
cooperation via abstract patterns rather than personal connections. They are
often accompanied by high levels of autodidactic self-directed learning and
intense creation in the arts and sciences. These factors, when combined,
facilitate large-scale interactions between strangers and, in so doing, they
energize markets, industries, cities, and publics. Pattern-based political
economies are especially prominent in the portal cities, regions, and nations that
are concentrated along the world’s maritime circumference in North America,
East Asia, North-Western Europe, and Australasia. It is only by integrating
additional cognitive, cultural, creative, and geographic elements that we can truly
understand the successes of prosperous economies. This book represents a
significant contribution to the literature on political economy, economic growth,
and prosperity.
Data, methods and theories of contemporary social science can be applied to
resolve how political outcomes in democratic societies determine the quality of
life that citizens experience. Radcliff seeks to provide an objective answer to the
debate between left and right over what public policies best contribute to people
leading positive and rewarding lives. Radcliff offers an empirical answer, relying
on the same canons of reason and evidence required of any other issue
amenable to study through social-scientific means. The analysis focuses on the
consequences of three specific political issues: the welfare state and the general
size of government, labor organization, and state efforts to protect workers and
consumers through economic regulation. The results indicate that in each
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instance, the program of the Left best contributes to citizens leading more
satisfying lives and, critically, that the benefits of greater happiness accrue to
everyone in society, rich and poor alike.
Providing light to a subject that is not often enough discussed, The Political
Economy of Taxation is packed cover to cover with thoughtful information, and a
core addition to any international economic studies collection. The Midwest Book
Review Paola Profeta and Simona Scabrosetti have provided us with a novel
comparative analysis of the tax systems in Asia, Latin America and the new EU
countries. Anyone who wants to know how contemporary empirical models can
be used to study the political economy of the tax mix in developing and transition
economies will want to read this book. Stanley Winer, Carleton University,
Canada In this original book, Paola Profeta and Simona Scabrosetti use data and
information on political institutions from developing and new EU member
countries to investigate the political economy of taxation. How do political
institutions influence tax burdens and tax structures? They generate highly
interesting results. . . I am sure that this innovative book will attract the attention
of many experts interested in taxation, regardless of the professional field to
which they are anchored. I expect this book will be cited often. Vito Tanzi,
International Institute of Public Finance, US Taxation is a major issue in the
economic and political spheres. This book focuses on a sample of developing
countries from Asia and Latin America that experienced an economic and
democratic transition during the period 1990 2004. Using a unique dataset the
authors show that tax revenue is higher in more democratic regimes, consistent
with the standard view that democracies have to satisfy the redistributive needs
of the electorate. They also find that a second relationship between the level of
democracy and the composition of taxes (mainly direct versus indirect) is much
harder to predict. However, a comparison with new EU member states suggests
that more mature democracies are associated with higher levels of direct tax.
This unique book in a relatively under-researched subject area will prove
essential reading for academics, researchers and practitioners focusing on
political economy, public finance and the economics of taxation.
Post-conflict reconstruction is one of the most pressing political issues today. This book
uses economics to analyze critically the incentives and constraints faced by various
actors involved in reconstruction efforts. Through this analysis, the book will aid in
understanding why some reconstructions are more successful than others.
`In Political Economy and the Labour Party, Noel Thompson gives an informative and
stimulating outline of the ideas and theories that have shaped the party's economic
policy since 1900.' - Times Literary Supplement A new edition of the American Library
Association's `Outstanding Academic Book' award winner. This new volume brings this
study of the rich tradition of British socialist political economy and its influence on the
British Labour Party fully up-to-date. Surveying the Labour tradition from the Fabianism
of the Webbs to the `social-ism' of Tony Blair's Third Way, this new edition considers
the critical engagement of these political economies with capitalism and the policies
they articulate. It also discusses the manner in which they influence, or establish the
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context for, Labour's economic thinking and policymaking and traces the ideological
trajectory British social democratic political economy over the course of the twentieth
century. In its concluding chapter this volume assesses the present character of the
political economy advanced by the Labour Party and raises the question as to whether
it can any longer be considered part of the social democratic tradition. This is an
essential new edition of this now standard text for students taking courses on the
history of political and economic thought and, more generally, courses on the political
and intellectual history of nineteenth- and twentieth-century Britain.
One theme that has emerged from the recent literature on political economy concerns
the transition to democracy: why would dominant elites give up oligarchic power? This
book addresses the fundamental question of democratic stability and the collapse of
tyranny by considering a formal model of democracy and tyranny. The formal model is
used to study elections in developed polities such as the United States, the United
Kingdom, the Netherlands, Canada, and Israel, as well as complex developing polities
such as Turkey. The key idea is that activist groups may offer resources to political
candidates if they in turn adjust their polities in favor of the interest group. In polities
that use a "first past the post" electoral system, such as the US, the bargaining between
interest groups and candidates creates a tendency for activist groups to coalesce; in
polities such as Israel and the Netherlands, where the electoral system is very
proportional, there may be little tendency for activist coalescence. A further feature of
the model is that candidates, or political leaders, like Barack Obama, with high intrinsic
charisma, or valence, will be attracted to the electoral center, while less charismatic
leaders will move to the electoral periphery. This aspect of the model is used to
compare the position taking and exercise of power of authoritarian leaders in Portugal,
Argentina and the Soviet Union. The final chapter of the book suggests that the chaos
that may be induced by climate change and rapid population growth can only be
addressed by concerted action directed by a charismatic leader of the Atlantic
democracies.
Brazil features regularly in global comparisons of large developing economies. Yet
since the 1980s, the country has been caught in a low-level equilibrium, marked by
lackluster growth and destructive inequality. One cause is the country's enduring
commitment to a set of ideas and institutions labelled developmentalism. This book
argues that developmentalism has endured, despite hyperactive reform, because
institutional complementarities across economic and political spheres sustain and drive
key actors and strategies that are individually advantageous, but collectively
suboptimal. Although there has been incremental evolution in some institutions,
complementarities across institutions sustain a pattern of 'decadent developmentalism'
that swamps systemic change. Breaking new ground, Taylor shows how
macroeconomic and microeconomic institutions are tightly interwoven with patterns of
executive-legislative relations, bureaucratic autonomy, and oversight. His analysis of
institutional complementarities across these five dimensions is relevant not only to
Brazil but also to the broader study of comparative political economy.
In Social Structures of Direct Democracy John Asimakopoulos develops a political
economy of structural equality making strong empirical arguments for radical
transformation toward direct democracy by filling positions of political and economic
authority with randomly selected citizens.
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The Political Economy is ideally suited as a supplementary text for courses in American
government and politics, policy studies, business-government relations, and economic
issues and policy making. It integrates selections from the very finest new and classical
works of political and economic analysis, by distinguished scholars, into a
comprehensive overview of the American political system.
A theoretical and empirical examination of why political institutions and organizations
matter in economic growth.
The quest for freedom has triggered a worldwide movement toward political democracy
and economic rationality. This major study analyzes recent events in Eastern Europe
and Latin America, focusing on transitions to democracy and market-oriented economic
reform.
Oxford Handbooks of Political Science are the essential guide to the state of political
science today. With engaging contributions from 71 major international scholars, the
Oxford Handbook of Political Economy provides the key point of reference for anyone
working in political economy and beyond.
How policies forged after September 11 were weaponized under Trump and turned on
American democracy itself In the wake of the September 11 terror attacks, the
American government implemented a wave of overt policies to fight the nation’s
enemies. Unseen and undetected by the public, however, another set of tools were
brought to bear on the domestic front. In this riveting book, one of today’s leading
experts on the US security state shows how these “subtle tools” imperiled the very
foundations of democracy, from the separation of powers and transparency in
government to adherence to the Constitution. Taking readers from Ground Zero to the
Capitol insurrection, Karen Greenberg describes the subtle tools that were forged under
George W. Bush in the name of security: imprecise language, bureaucratic confusion,
secrecy, and the bypassing of procedural and legal norms. While the power and legacy
of these tools lasted into the Obama years, reliance on them increased exponentially in
the Trump era, both in the fight against terrorism abroad and in battles closer to home.
Greenberg discusses how the Trump administration weaponized these tools to
separate families at the border, suppress Black Lives Matter protests, and attempt to
overturn the 2020 presidential election. Revealing the deeper consequences of the war
on terror, Subtle Tools paints a troubling portrait of an increasingly undemocratic
America where disinformation, xenophobia, and disdain for the law became the new
norm, and where the subtle tools of national security threatened democracy itself.
Democratic Economic Planning presents a concrete proposal for how to organize, carry
out, and integrate comprehensive annual economic planning, investment planning, and
long-run development planning so as to maximize popular participation, distribute the
burdens and benefits of economic activity fairly, achieve environmental sustainability,
and use scarce productive resources efficiently. The participatory planning procedures
proposed provide workers in self-managed councils and consumers in neighbourhood
councils with autonomy over their own activities while ensuring that they use scarce
productive resources in socially responsible ways without subjecting them to
competitive market forces. Certain mathematical and economic skills are required to
fully understand and evaluate the planning procedures discussed and evaluated in
technical sections in a number of chapters. These sections are necessary to advance
the theory of democratic planning, and should be of primary interest to readers who
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have those skills. However, the book is written so that the main argument can be
followed without fully digesting the more technical sections. Democratic Economic
Planning is written for dreamers who are disenamored with the economics of
competition and greed want to know how a system of equitable cooperation can be
organized; and also for sceptics who demand "hard proof" that an economy without
markets and private enterprise is possible.
The late J.C. Weldon is recognized as one of North America's most respected
economists. The twelve papers selected by Allen Fenichel and Sidney Ingerman
highlight Weldon's investigation of the economic foundation of social democratic theory
and policy as well as his examination of the role of the state in the economy.
In the late nineteenth century, the United States underwent an extremely rapid
industrial expansion that moved the nation into the front ranks of the world economy. At
the same time, the nation maintained democratic institutions as the primary means of
allocating political offices and power. The combination of robust democratic institutions
and rapid industrialization is rare and this book explains how development and
democracy coexisted in the United States during industrialization. Most literature
focuses on either electoral politics or purely economic analyses of industrialization. This
book synthesizes politics and economics by stressing the Republican party's role as a
developmental agent in national politics, the primacy of the three great developmental
policies (the gold standard, the protective tariff, and the national market) in state and
local politics, and the impact of uneven regional development on the construction of
national political coalitions in Congress and presidential elections.
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