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Menolly flees her home, because she is not
permitted to make music there, and is taken by the
Masterharper himself to Harpershall, where she
learns that only her own self-doubt stands in her
way.
For more than thirty years, Pern has conjured visions
of brave men and women mounted upon the backs
of dragons. As anyone knows who has been touched
by the storytelling magic of Anne McCaffrey, to read
of the exotic world of Pern is to inhabit it—and to
experience its extraordinary dragons is to soar aloft
with them and share their dazzling adventures. Now,
A Gift of Dragons brings together three beloved
stories and a thrilling new tale of Pern in a single
volume illustrated with beautiful artwork by Tom
Kidd. In “The Smallest Dragonboy,” Keevan is the
youngest dragonrider candidate, determined to
impress a dragon when the next clutch of eggs
hatches. But what transpires will surprise
everyone—Keevan most of all. In “The Girl Who
Heard Dragons,” a young girl’s rare ability to
communicate with dragons puts her family in danger
and will bring her face to face with her greatest
fears—and with her most secret desire. The “Runner
of Pern” is a girl named Tenna, who follows family
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tradition by delivering messages—and who will find
her destiny on the mossy traces that runners have
used for centuries under the dragon-filled sky. And
finally, a very special gift: an exciting new Pern
adventure, published here for the first time, fresh
from the imagination of Anne McCaffrey.
In response to the escalating need for up-to-date
information on writers, Contemporary Authors® New
Revision Series brings researchers the most recent
data on the worlds most-popular authors. These
exciting and unique author profiles are essential to
your holdings because sketches are entirely revised
and up-to-date, and completely replace the original
Contemporary Authors® entries. For your
convenience, a soft-cover cumulative index is sent
biannually.
In this triumphant return to Pern, Anne McCaffrey
takes us on an adventure as surprising and
unforgettable as any that has come before . . . It is a
time of hope and regret, of endings and beginnings.
The Red Star, that celestial curse whose eccentric
orbit was responsible for Thread, has been shifted to
a harmless orbit, and the current Threadfall will be
the last. Technological marvels are changing the
face of life on Pern. And the dragonriders, led by
F'lessan, son of F'lar and Lessa and rider of bronze
Golanth, and Tia, rider of green Zaranth, must forge
a new place for themselves in a world that may no
longer need them. But change is not easy for
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everyone. There are those who will stop at
nothing—not even violence—to keep Pern and its
people pure. And now a brand-new danger looms
from the skies . . . and threatens a catastrophe of
unimaginable proportions. Once again, the world
looks to the dragons and their riders to solve the
crisis and save the world. But now, as the friendship
of F'lessan and Tia begins to bloom into something
more, unforeseen tragedy strikes: a tragedy destined
to forever change the future—not just of the two
young lovers, but of every human and dragon on
Pern . . .
Every 3rd issue is a quarterly cumulation.
“When McCaffrey's beloved dragons roar and their
riders soar on the beasts' mighty backs . . . fans of
Pern will likely be enthralled.”—Publishers Weekly
For generations, the dragonriders had dedicated
their lives to fighting Thread, the dreaded spores that
periodically rained from the sky to ravage the land.
On the backs of their magnificent telepathic dragons
they flew to flame the deadly stuff out of the air
before it could reach the planet's surface. But the
greatest dream of the dragonriders was to find a way
to eradicate Thread completely, so that never again
would their beloved Pern be threatened with
destruction. Now, for the first time, it looks as if that
dream can come true. For when the people of Pern,
led by Masterharper Robinton and F'lar and Lessa,
Weyrleader and Weyrwoman of Bendon Weyr,
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excavate the ancient remains of the planet's original
settlement, they uncover the colonists' voiceactivated artificial intelligence system—which still
functions. And the computer has incredible news for
them: There is a chance—a good chance—that they
can, at long last, annihilate Thread once and for all.
An easy-to-use source for librarians, students and
other researchers, each volume in this series
provides illustrated biographical profiles of
approximately 75 children's authors and artists. This
critically acclaimed series covers more than 12,000
individuals, ranging from established award winners
to authors and illustrators who are just beginning
their careers. Entries typically cover: personal life,
career, writings, works in progress, adaptations,
additional sources. A cumulative author index is
included in each odd-numbered volume.While Gale
strives to replicate print content, some content may
not be available due to rights restrictions.Call your
Sales Rep for details.
Three complete books of Pern, Dragonsong,
Dragonsinger, and Dragondrums.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “At last,
Robinton has his own book . . . McCaffrey adds
another absorbing chapter to dragon lore. . . .
Readers will revel in this compelling character study
of a fascinating personality.”—Romantic Times In a
time when the deadly scourge Thread has not fallen
on Pern for centuries—and many dare to hope that
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Thread will never fall again—a boy is born to Harper
Hall. A musical prodigy who has the ability to speak
with the dragons, he is called Robinton, and he is
destined to be one of the most famous and beloved
leaders Pern has ever known. It is a perilous time for
the harpers who sing of Thread—they are being
turned away from holds, derided, attacked, even
beaten. In this climate of unrest, Robinton will come
into his own. But despite the tragedies that beset his
own life, he continues to believe in music and in the
dragons, and he is determined to save his beloved
Pern from itself—so that the dragonriders can be
ready to fly against the dreaded Thread when at last
it returns . . . “The story takes wing . . . when
McCaffrey’s beloved dragons roar and their riders
soar upon the beasts’ mighty backs. . . . Fans of
Pern will likely be enthralled.”—Publishers Weekly
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “A richly
detailed story on a par with the rest of the Pern
canon . . . another successful McCaffrey mother-andson collaboration.”—Booklist At Natalon’s mining
camp, Pellar embarks on a secret mission to
discover whether the condemned criminals known as
the Shunned are stealing coal. But the gifted tracker
discovers that a far more treacherous plot is
unfolding. A heartless thief named Tenim has
realized there is profit to be made from firestone, the
volatile mineral that enables the dragons of Pern to
burn the lethal Thread out of the sky. When the last
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remaining firestone mine explodes, a desperate race
begins to find a new deposit of the deadly but
essential mineral. Sure enough, Tenim has a
murderous plan to turn tragedy to his own
advantage. Now Pellar and his new friends—the kind
and gentle Halla, a child of the Shunned, and
Cristov, the son of a corrupt miner—must stop Tenim.
If they fail, it will mean the end for Pern and its
dragonriders. “Grittier than the early parts of the
series; Todd’s apparently brought a wider, more
current worldview to Pern.”—The San Diego UnionTribune “These fabled dragons still cast a
spell.”—Publishers Weekly
Chance and the reader's decisions will determine
whether Robinton, a journeyman harper on Pern will
succeed in his first assignment at Benden Hold
A compilation of the previously uncollected fiction of
the popular fantasy author includes a new novella
about Pern, the author's popular fantasy world, as
well as an introduction by the author. Reissue.
“[McCaffrey is the] master of the well-told
tale.”—Chicago Sun-Times As long as the people of
Pern could remember, the Holds had protected them
from Thread, the deadly silver strands that fell from
the sky. In exchange for sanctuary in the huge stone
fortresses, the people tithed to their Lord Holders,
who in turn supported the dragonriders, Pern’s
greatest weapon against Thread. But not everyone
on Pern was protected. Some, like Jayge’s trader
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clan, simply preferred the freedom of the roads to
the security of a hold. Others, like Aramina’s family,
had lost their homes. Regardless of their differences,
however, they all feared the outlaws who preyed on
holds and holdless alike. The Lady Thella’s
renegades are the most dangerous yet—all they need
is Aramina, whose telepathic link with dragons can
help them evade the dragonrider patrols. But Jayge
is out to stop Thella . . .and he will never let her have
Aramina.
“[Anne] McCaffrey here adds yet another dimension
to her colorful and vivid saga by focusing on the
attractive dolphins and their highly believable
society.”—Publishers Weekly When the first humans
came to settle the planet Pern, they did not come
alone: intelligence-enhanced dolphins also crossed
the stars to colonize Pern’s oceans while their
human partners settled the vast continents. But then
disaster struck. The deadly silver spores called
Thread fell like rain from the sky, and as the human
colonists’ dreams of a new, idyllic life shattered into
a desperate struggle for survival, the dolphins were
forgotten. Now, centuries later, as the dragonriders
of Pern prepare to complete the momentous task of
ridding their world of Thread forever, T’lion, a young
bronze rider, and his friend Readis, son of the Lord
Holder of Paradise River Hold, make contact with the
legendary “shipfish.” And as the dragonriders
grapple with the end of an era, T’lion, Readis, and
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the dolphins face the start of a new one: reviving the
bond between land- and ocean-dwellers—and
resurrecting the dreams of the first colonists of Pern.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Even though
Lorana cured the plague that was killing the dragons
of Pern, sacrificing her queen dragon in the process,
the devastating disease has left too few dragons
alive to fight the fall of deadly Thread. As morale at
Telgar Weyr plunges in the wake of the widespread
loss, and Weyrwoman Fiona and the harper Kindan
struggle to keep hope from vanishing, a pregnant
Lorana decides she must take drastic steps. Nothing
short of manipulating time itself will undo the
damage done by the plague. But attempting time
travel could have devastating consequences—altering
history, and destiny, forever. Now, somehow, Lorana
must find a way to accomplish what seems
impossible: bending the natural laws of the universe
without wreaking havoc on existence itself. To
ensure the future of Pern, she’s willing to take the
fateful chance—even if it demands yet another, far
greater, sacrifice. BONUS: This edition contains an
excerpt from Anne McCaffrey and Todd McCaffrey's
Sky Dragons.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • “Captivating . . . The
McCaffreys are well known for their brilliant
characterizations, and they do not disappoint
here.”—Booklist In Fort Hold, a clutch of fire-lizard
eggs is about to hatch, and Lord Bemin’s beautiful
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young daughter, Koriana, is determined to Impress
one of the delightful creatures. At the hatching,
apprentice harper Kindan Impresses a fire-lizard of
his own . . . and wins the heart of Koriana. But Lord
Bemin mistrusts harpers and will not hear of a match
between his daughter and the low-born Kindan.
Then fate intervenes in the form of a virulent plague
as fast-spreading as it is deadly. Arising suddenly,
as if out of nowhere, the contagion decimates hold
after hold, paying no heed to distinctions of birth. In
this feverish crucible, friendship and love will be
tested to the breaking point and beyond. For with
Threadfall scant years away, the Dragonriders dare
not expose themselves to infection, and it will fall to
Kindan and his fellow apprentices to bravely search
for a cure and save humanity. “Strong storytelling
and compelling drama, along with memorable
characters.”—Library Journal
A child prodigy-turned-Masterharper, Robinton must
fight for his life when the citizens of Pern begin to
doubt his and other Harpers' warnings of the coming
of the dreaded Thread, and he uses his love of
music, telepathic dragons, and his homeland to
battle an evil tyrant preparing to take over the planet
of Pern
When young Fiona is asked to take on the role of
Weyrwoman, she soon discovers the challenges of
her new position, from unexpected perils to the
possibility of losing her own dragon to the sickness
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that has claimed others.
A deadly epidemic was sweeping across Pern!
Everyone, holder and dragonrider alike, pitched in to
help—except Nerilka’s father, who refused to share
Fort Hold’s bounty with the other Holds. So,
ashamed of her family and determined to do her
part, Nerilka packed up medicines and supplies and
sneaked off to aid her people. Her quest to help
wherever she was most needed led her finally to
Ruatha Hold, where Lord Alessan was frantically
preparing the precious serum needed for mass
inoculations against the dread plague. Nerilka had
long ago abandoned her hope of marriage and a
home of her own. Now she found happiness in being
useful and appreciated—first the Healers and then
Alessan made very clear that they were grateful for
her help. She had no idea that her new path would
change the course of her life forever!
“Jacqueline Winspear has created a memoir of her
English childhood that is every bit as engaging as
her Maisie Dobbs novels, just as rich in character
and detail, history and humanity. Her writing is
lovely, elegant and welcoming.”—Anne Lamott The
New York Times bestselling author of the Maisie
Dobbs series offers a deeply personal memoir of her
family’s resilience in the face of war and privation.
After sixteen novels, Jacqueline Winspear has taken
the bold step of turning to memoir, revealing the
hardships and joys of her family history. Both
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shockingly frank and deftly restrained, her story
tackles the difficult, poignant, and fascinating family
accounts of her paternal grandfather’s shellshock;
her mother’s evacuation from London during the
Blitz; her soft-spoken animal-loving father’s
torturous assignment to an explosives team during
WWII; her parents’ years living with Romany
Gypsies; and Winspear’s own childhood picking
hops and fruit on farms in rural Kent, capturing her
ties to the land and her dream of being a writer at its
very inception. An eye-opening and heartfelt
portrayal of a post-War England we rarely see, This
Time Next Year We’ll Be Laughing chronicles a
childhood in the English countryside, of working
class indomitability and family secrets, of artistic
inspiration and the price of memory.
Science fiction legend Anne McCaffrey’s beloved
Harper Hall trilogy, set within the bestselling
Dragonriders of Pern series, is now available in a
collectable boxed set. Every two hundred years or
so, on the planet colony of Pern, shimmering
Threads fall from space, raining death. Yet the great
dragons of Pern, mounted by the stalwart
dragonriders, scour the skies with fire to destroy the
deadly Thread and save the planet. Here we meet
Menolly as she navigates her way as the first
journeywoman Harper in the history of Pern; and
fellow student Piemur whom is secretly asked to
leave Harper Hall, drafted by Masterharper Robinton
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to embark on a dangerous mission to the Southern
Hold. The Harper Hall trilogy, set within science
fiction legend Anne McCaffrey’s beloved and
bestselling Dragonriders of Pern series, is a seminal
work and a must-have for any fantasy or science
fiction fan.
Volume III of The Dragonriders of Pern®, the
influential series by sci-fi/fantasy titan Anne
McCaffrey Never in the history of Pern has there
been a dragon like Ruth. Mocked by other dragons
for his small size and pure white color, Ruth is smart,
brave, and loyal—qualities that he shares with his
rider, the young Lord Jaxom. Unfortunately, Jaxom is
also looked down upon by his fellow lords, and by
other riders as well. His dreams of joining the
dragonriders in defending Pern are dismissed. What
else can Jaxom and Ruth do but strike out on their
own, pursuing in secret all they are denied? But in
doing so, the two friends will find themselves facing
a desperate choice—one that will push their bond to
the breaking point . . . and threaten the future of
Pern itself.
At a time when the number of Dragonriders has
fallen too low for safety and only one Weyr trains the
creatures and their riders, the Red Star approaches
Pern, threatening the planet with disaster. Reprint.
25,000 first printing.
Fushek presents a candid, flesh-and-blood portrait of
the sacred and the profane in his life as an ordained
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priest. The good, the bad, and the unbelievable are
described with gratitude and commitment to a larger
purpose.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Go back in time
and visit Pern like it’s never been seen before in this
thrilling prequel about the creation of dragons. The
beautiful planet Pern seemed a paradise to its new
colonists—until unimaginable terror turned it into hell.
Suddenly deadly spores were falling like silver threads
from the sky, devouring everything—and everyone—on
their path. It began to look as if the colony, cut off from
Earth and lacking the resources to combat the menace,
was doomed. Then some of the colonists noticed that the
small, dragonlike lizards that inhabited their new world
were joining the fight against Thread, breathing fire on it
and teleporting to safety. If only, they thought, the
dragonets were big enough for a human to ride and
intelligent enough to work as a team with a rider… And so
they set their most talented geneticist to work to create
the creatures Pern so desperately needed—Dragons!
A new hero emerges in a divided world as one of sci-fi’s
most beloved series—Anne McCaffrey’s Dragonriders of
Pern—relaunches with this original adventure from
Anne’s daughter, Gigi McCaffrey. In honor of the fiftieth
anniversary of the Dragonriders of Pern series, Gigi does
her mother proud, adding to the family tradition of
spinning unputdownable tales that recount the
adventures of the brave inhabitants of a distant planet
who battle the pitiless adversary known as Thread. The
last time Thread attacked Pern, the world was
unprepared for the fight—until the Oldtimers appeared.
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These courageous dragonriders arrived from the past,
traveling four hundred years to help their descendants
survive. But the collision of past and present took its toll.
While most of the displaced rescuers adapted to their
new reality, others could not abide the jarring change
and found themselves in soul-crushing exile, where
unhappiness and resentment seethed. Piemur, a
journeyman harper, also feels displaced, cast adrift by
the loss of his spectacular boyhood voice and uncertain
of his future. But when the Masterharper of Pern sees
promise in the young man and sends him undercover
among the exiled Oldtimers, Piemur senses the looming
catastrophe that threatens the balance of power between
the Weyrs and Holds of Pern. When the unthinkable
happens, Piemur must rise to the challenge to avert
disaster and restore honor to the dragons and
dragonriders of Pern. Because now, in a world already
beset by Thread, another, more insidious danger looms:
For the first time in living memory, dragons may be on
the verge of fighting dragons.
“Personable characters and superb storytelling make
this an excellent choice. . . . Essential for Pern fans of all
ages.”—Library Journal (starred review) The son of a
miner, Kindan has no expectations for any other life. He
loves his lessons with the camp’s harper, but music
isn’t part of a miner’s future. He also enjoys helping out
with the camp’s watch-wher— a creature distantly related
to dragons and uniquely suited to work in dark, cold
spaces—but even that important job can’t promise a
future above the ground. Then disaster strikes. In one
terrible instant, Kindan loses his family and the camp
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loses its watch-wher. It will take a new friendship and a
new responsibility to teach Kindan that even a seemingly
impossible dream is never out of reach . . . and that light
can be found in the deepest darkness. “A guaranteed
pleaser [in] one of SF’s most splendid and longest-lived
sagas.”—Booklist “Another delightful entry in the Pern
series.”—Publishers Weekly
Travel back to the earliest days of Pernese history in this
first-ever Dragonriders of Pern short-story collection! Join
the original survey team as they explore Pern and decide
to recommend it for colonization. Share the terror of the
evacuation from the Southern Continent as a flotilla of
ships, aided by intelligent, talking dolphins, braves the
dreadful currents of the Pernest ocean. Learn how the
famous Ruatha Hold was founded, and thrill with the
dragonriders as they expand into a second, then a third
Weyr. And discover a secret lost in time: the rescue of
some of the original colonists before the planet was cut
off forever! Building a new life on a distant world, braving
the dreaded Thread that falls like silver rain from the sky
only to destroy every living thing it touches, flying
heroically on the wondrous dragons: The Dragonriders of
Pern!
When Anne McCaffrey passed in November 2011, it was
not only those closest to her who mourned her death;
legions of readers also felt the loss deeply. The
pioneering science fiction author behind the
Dragonriders of Pern® series crafted intricate stories,
enthralling worlds, and strong heroines that profoundly
impacted the science fiction community and genre. In
Dragonwriter, Anne's son and Pern writer Todd
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McCaffrey collects memories and stories about the
beloved author, along with insights into her writing and
legacy, from those who knew her best. Nebula
Award–winner Elizabeth Moon relates the lessons she
learned from Pern's Lessa (and from Lessa's creator);
Hugo Award–winner David Brin recalls Anne's steadfast
belief that the world to come will be better than the one
before; legendary SFF artist Michael Whelan shares
(and tells stories about) never-before-published Pern
sketches from his archives; and more. Join Anne's cowriters, fellow science fiction authors, family, and friends
in remembering her life, and exploring how her mind and
pen shaped not only the Weyrs of Pern, but also the
literary landscape as we know it. Contributors include: •
Angelina Adams • David Brin • David Gerrold • John
Goodwin • Janis Ian • Alec Johnson • Georgeanne
Kennedy • Mercedes Lackey • Sharon Lee and Steve
Miller • Lois McMaster Bujold • Elizabeth Moon •
Charlotte Moore • Robert Neilson • Jody Lynn Nye and
Bill Fawcett • Robin Roberts • Elizabeth Ann
Scarborough • Wen Spencer • Michael Whelan •
Richard J. Woods • Chelsea Quinn Yarbro
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Scores of dragons
are dead after plague swept across the world of Pern,
and now the Weyrs are struggling to rebuild before
Threadfall destroys everything—and everyone—left alive.
Their best hope lies with a group of new dragonriders
who have volunteered to brave the dangers of an
unexplored island populated by vicious wild felines and
voracious tunnel-snakes to create a safe home for their
young dragons, whose offspring will hopefully replenish
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Pern’s decimated population. But their leader, Xhinna,
the first female rider of a blue dragon, faces an uphill
battle to win the respect of her peers, especially after
tragedy leaves the new colony reeling. The way forward
seems to lie with the awesome ability of the dragons to
travel through time. But that power comes with risks: By
venturing into the past, Xhinna may jeopardize the very
future she has sworn to save. “Memorable characters
and a good balance of individual dramas and large-scale
action make this a strong addition to the Pern
saga.”—Library Journal “Longtime fans will enjoy the
latest adventures of the cheerful dragonriders and their
colorful mounts.”—Publishers Weekly “McCaffrey will be
remembered, rightly, as one of science fiction’s grand
masters.”—Tor.com
Helva had been born human, but only her brain had
been saved—saved to be schooled, programmed, and
implanted into the sleek titanium body of an intergalactic
scout ship. But first she had to choose a human
partner—male or female—to share her exhilirating
excapades in space! Her life was to be rich and
rewarding . . . resplendent with daring adventures and
endless excitement, beyond the wildest dreams of mere
mortals. Gifted with the voice of an angel and being
virtually indestructable, Helva XH-834 antipitated a
sublime immortality. Then one day she fell in love!
Dragons are trained to fight to the death, and two
determined teens help free them in this spellbinding
saga. Training a dragon to be a fighting champion is the
only way to freedom for fifteen-year-old Jakkin.

The planet Pern has been colonized for centuries by
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humans. When humans first settled on this world,
they did not take notice of its sister planet, which had
an indigenous life form that attempted to land on
Pern when it came within reach. These silver
"threads" fell in a destructive wave on the temperate
lands of Pern once every 200 years, destroying all
life they encountered. To combat this menace, the
inhabitants of Pern developed a species of dragon
that could burn these threads out of the sky before
they touched down. Now, centuries have passed
between threadfalls, and the danger of thread is
considered a myth. However, a dragon rider named
F'lar knows that the riders are once again needed.
Covers writers and illustrators for children and young
adults. Entries consist of listings of major works,
awards, and critical excerpts from significant reviews
and commentaries on the author's or artist's works.
Volume II of The Dragonriders of Pern®, the
legendary series by award-winning author Anne
McCaffrey Since Lessa and Ramoth, her golden
queen dragon, traveled into the past to bring forward
a small army of dragons and riders to save their
world from deadly alien spores, fear and desperation
have spread across the land. But while the
dragonriders struggle with threats both otherworldly
and human, a young rider named F’nor and his
brown dragon, Canth, hatch a bold plan to destroy
the alien scourge at its source—the baleful red star
that fills the heavens and promises doom to all.
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In Anne McCaffrey’s New York Times bestselling
Dragonseye, join Weyrleaders, Holders, and
Craftmasters in the creation of the legendary Star
Stones and the teaching ballads of Pern! It's been
two hundred years since the deadly Thread fell like
rain upon Pern, devouring everything in its path. No
one alive remembers that first horrific onslaught and
no one believes in its return—except for the
dragonriders. For two centuries they have been
practicing and training, passing down from
generation to generation the formidable
Threadfighting techniques. Now the ominous signs
are appearing: the violent winter storms and volcanic
eruptions that are said to herald the approach of the
Red Star and its lethal spawn. But one stubborn Lord
Holder, Chalkin of Bitra, refuses to believe--and that
disbelief could spell disaster. So as the dragonriders
desperately train to face a terrifying enemy, they and
the other Lord Holders must find a way to deal with
Chalkin—before history repeats itself and unleashes
its virulence on all of Pern. . . .
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