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"It's a very weird sensation to be shot at Very often you
see the gunman when it's too late or you don't see him at
all. You might as well just be targets on a rifle range. I
often wondered if I would get through this tour ok, and
even now I still do " In the four-month period during 1971
that Gunner Stephen Corbett was stationed in
Andersontown, Northern Ireland, 33 servicemen were
killed by terrorist action in the province. His unit, 9
(Plassey) Bty, Royal Artillery, was attacked by a bomb,
bullet or rioters on more than 400 occasions. In 1972
alone, the toll of service personnel killed was more than
100. Yet their action was never classed as a war. When
the servicemen returned home there were no marches
through the streets to cheering crowds. They just quietly
slipped in unnoticed and carried on with their other
duties. The young Gunner's notebooks detailing his two
tours of duty - Andersontown, November 1971 - March
1972, and New Lodge June 1974 - October 1974 - were
put in a drawer where they were to lay, untouched, for
more than 30 years. Here, for the first time, this account
of his service is vividly brought to life and validated
through newspaper articles, intelligence reports, and
surviving examples of IRA propaganda. Share in the dayto-day life of a Gunner and his 'band of brothers' as they
patrol the streets of this unforgiving suburban
battleground. Relive the sights and sounds of the rioting
and gun battles, and the devastating losses of fallen
comrades Bernie Fearns and Kim Maccunn. Especially
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rare are the large collection of photographs taken by the
author at that time, illustrating the life of a serviceman
both on and off duty. 'Belfast Diaries' offers a unique
opportunity to see this conflicted city through the eyes of
an serviceman charged with peace-keeping duties at the
height of 'The Troubles'; a real 'must-read' for any
Northern Ireland or British Army enthusiast.
Resolution of intractable problems around the world
requires understanding ordinary people as well as
leaders. This street-level view of Northern Ireland
provides the best explanation of the twenty-five-year
conflict.
A Winter in Belfast is a frank diary transcript of a young
officer's experiences in The Parachute Regiment during
a tour of duty in Belfast in the winter of 1976-77. His hardhitting account captures the reality of the daily lives of 10
Platoon, D Company, 2 PARA - the sad, the funny, the
boredom and the ridiculous. Though the violence was
less intense than in previous years, daily shootings and
endless riots being a thing of the past, the frequent
bombings and shootings meant that the toll of dead and
wounded soldiers, police and civilians continued to
mount. Much of the violence in Northern Ireland during
this period was sectarian. Loyalists and Republicans
murdered each other, often in a completely random
manner, properties were bombed and individuals
targeted on a daily basis. These forthright diary entries
were written each evening throughout the tour, therefore,
the 1977 style is authentic and does not concede to
modern sensitivities or politically correct language. There
is no intention to offend the reader or any member of the
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Battalion, the contents are merely a reflection of how
things were said and done four decades ago. Officers
and soldiers of D Company (plus other members of the
Battalion that the author tracked down) have also added
their own comments. The author also mentions his
current thinking about the soldiers' training, equipment,
and the people involved, as well as what happened to 2
PARA after the tour and some of the individuals of D
Company 2 PARA. This book is a compelling read for
anyone interested in military history, particularly during
this violent and tense era in Northern Ireland.
This volume offers a first-hand account of life on the
streets of Belfast during the height of 'the troubles', as a
young reporter witnesses the blood-fueds and chaos of a
divided society on the brink of civil war.
The first comprehensive account to record and analyze
all deaths arising from the Irish revolution between 1916
and 1921 This account covers the turbulent period from
the 1916 Rising to the Anglo-Irish Treaty of December
1921—a period which saw the achievement of
independence for most of nationalist Ireland and the
establishment of Northern Ireland as a self-governing
province of the United Kingdom. Separatists fought for
independence against government forces and, in North
East Ulster, armed loyalists. Civilians suffered violence
from all combatants, sometimes as collateral damage,
often as targets. Eunan O’Halpin and Daithí Ó Corráin
catalogue and analyze the deaths of all men, women,
and children who died during the revolutionary
years—505 in 1916; 2,344 between 1917 and 1921. This
study provides a unique and comprehensive picture of
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everyone who died: in what manner, by whose hands,
and why. Through their stories we obtain original insight
into the Irish revolution itself.
Inspired by true events, this vivid and moving story of a
young woman zookeeper and the elephant she's
compelled to protect through the German blitz of Belfast
during WWll speaks to not only the tragedy of the times,
but also to the ongoing sectarian tensions that still exist
in Northern Ireland today—perfect for readers of historical
and literary fiction alike. Belfast, October 1940. Twentyyear-old zookeeper Hettie Quin arrives at the city docks
in time to meet her new charge: an orphaned three-yearold Indian elephant named Violet. As Violet adjusts to
her new solitary life in captivity and Hettie mourns the
recent loss of her sister and the abandonment of her
father, new storm clouds gather. A world war rages,
threatening a city already reeling from escalating
tensions between British Loyalists and those fighting for
a free and unified Ireland. The relative peace is shattered
by air-raid sirens on the evening of Easter Tuesday
1941. Over the course of the next five hours, hundreds of
bombs rain down upon Belfast, claiming almost a
thousand lives and decimating the city. Dodging the
debris and carnage of the Luftwaffe attack, Hettie runs to
the zoo to make sure that Violet is unharmed. The
harrowing ordeal and ensuing aftermath set the pair on a
surprising path that highlights the indelible, singular bond
that often brings mankind and animals together during
horrifying times. Inspired by a largely forgotten chapter of
World War II, S. Kirk Walsh deftly renders the changing
relationship between Hettie and Violet, and their growing
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dependence on each other for survival and solace. The
Elephant of Belfast is a complicated and beguiling
portrait of hope and resilience--and how love can sustain
us during the darkest moments of our lives.
Draws on interviews with Protestants, Catholics, English,
Irish, working-class people, and the well-to-do to explore
two themes: the role boredom plays in perpetuating
violence and the role of the distortion of history in
magnifying differences rather than commonalities.
15,000 first printing.
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the
original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of
these works have been housed in our most important
libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this
work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
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Eamonn McCann's account of what it is like to grow up a
Catholic in a Northern Irish ghetto was first published in
1974. It quickly became a recognised as a classic
account of the feelings generated by British rule. The
author was at the centre of events in Derry which first
brought Northern Ireland to world attention.He witnessed
the gradual transformation of the civil rights movement
from a mild campaign for 'British Democracy' to an all-out
military assault on the British state. This new edition
updates the last edition (1980) with an additional
introduction covering the last thirteen years.War and an
Irish Town is a trenchant, powerful narrative which
reaches an unequivocal conclusion: 'There can be no
internal solution to the Northern Ireland problem. The
existence of the northern state is the problem'.
A family story of blood and memory and the haunting
power of the past. 2018 WINNER OF THE
CHRISTOPHER EWART-BIGGS MEMORIAL PRIZE
2017 WINNER OF THE NON-FICTION IRISH BOOK OF
THE YEAR AWARD A SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER
Meet the Rabbitte family, motley bunch of loveable ne'erdo-wells whose everyday purgatory is rich with
hangovers, dogshit and dirty dishes. When the older
sister announces her pregnancy, the family are forced to
rally together and discover the strangeness of intimacy.
But the question remains: which friend of the family is the
father of Sharon's child? By the bestselling author of The
Commitments, now a long-running West End stage
show. 'Unstoppable fun. A big-hearted, big-night out' The
Times
“The essential public good that Margaret Thatcher, Tony
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Blair and now Cameron sell is not power stations, or
trains, or hospitals. It’s the public itself. it’s us.” In a
little over a generation the bones and sinews of the
British economy – rail, energy, water, postal services,
municipal housing – have been sold to remote,
unaccountable private owners, often from overseas. In a
series of brilliant portraits the award-winning novelist and
journalist James Meek shows how Britain’s common
wealth became private, and the impact it has had on us
all: from the growing shortage of housing to spiralling
energy bills. Meek explores the human stories behind the
incremental privatization of the nation over the last three
decades. He shows how, as our national assets are sold,
ordinary citizens are handed over to private taxgatherers, and the greatest burden of taxes shifts to the
poorest. In the end, it is not only public enterprises that
have become private property, but we ourselves. Urgent,
powerfully written and deeply moving, this is a
passionate anatomy of the state of the nation: of what we
have lost and what losing it cost us – the rent we must
pay to exist on this private island.
Recounts the author's experiences at sixteen during the
bloody year of 1972 in Northern Ireland, detailing
historical and family events to offer a new perspective of
the time.
Field Marshal Sir Henry Wilson, an Irishman who in June
1922 was assassinated on his doorstep in London by
Irish republicans, was one of the most controversial
British soldiers of the modern age. Before 1914 he did
much to secure the Anglo-French alliance and was
responsible for the planning which saw the British
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Expeditionary Force successfully despatched to France
after the outbreak of war with Germany. A passionate
Irish unionist, he gained a reputation as an intensely
'political' soldier, especially during the 'Curragh crisis' of
1914 when some officers resigned their commisssions
rather than coerce Ulster unionists into a Home Rule
Ireland. During the war he played a major role in AngloFrench liaison, and ended up as Chief of the Imperial
General Staff, professional head of the army, a post he
held until February 1922. After Wilson retired from the
army, he became an MP and was chief security adviser
to the new Northern Ireland government. As such, he
became a target for nationalist Irish militants, being
identified with the security policies of the Belfast regime,
though wrongly with Protestant sectarian attacks on
Catholics. He is remembered today in unionist Northern
Ireland as a kind of founding martyr for the state.
Wilson's reputation was ruined in 1927 with the
publication of an official biography, which quoted
extensively and injudiciously from his entertaining,
indiscreet, and wildly opinionated diaries, giving the
impression that he was some sort of Machiavellian
monster. In this first modern biography, using a wide
variety of official and private sources for the first time,
Keith Jeffery reassesses Wilson's life and career and
places him clearly in his social, national, and political
context.
Within the past few years, innovative methods have been
developed not only to settle disputes out of court but also
to supplement or replace the means by which
legislatures, businesses, communities, therapists, and
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schools handle conflicts that once could be resolved only
by litigation or force. Settling Disputes serves as an
essential guide to the new settlement alternatives. This
updated edition, in response to the rapid changes of the
past five years, includes substantial new material that
describes recent transformations in the way that courts
and public agencies respond to disputes. The book
discusses alternative dispute resolution from the
viewpoints of potential participants and offers advice to
those who are involved in disputes to help them analyze
their situations and goals. Finally, it provides suggestions
for professionals involved in dispute resolution and for
those whose jobs in law, business, or government are
affected by the new options for settling disputes.The
dispute resolution movement continues to offer the most
hopeful, powerful alternative to the business and
personal costs of litigation or, worse, of violence. It has
tremendous implications for the professional lives of
Americans, for their private lives?as parents, spouses,
neighbors, and consumers?and for their role as
citizens.The first edition of Settling Disputes was
awarded the 1990 Center for Public Resources Book
Prize.
The clash between Britain and Ireland--and between
Catholics and Protestants within Ireland--is among the
oldest and most enduring nationalist, ethnic, and
religious conflicts in the modern world, rooted in the
colonization of Ireland by English and Scottish
Protestants in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Through fifty-six original sources, many of which have
never been reprinted, this volume traces the origins and
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development of the conflict during the years of the
legislative union between Britain and Ireland--years
shaped by the rise of, and British and Irish Unionist
responses to, Irish nationalism. Dworkin’s Introduction
provides both a history of the conflict and a discussion of
its causes; headnotes and footnotes set each selection
in historical, political, and cultural context, and identify
those terms and names that may be unfamiliar to
modern readers. A map, a glossary, a chronology of
events, and a select bibliography are included, as are an
index and several contemporary illustrations.
Adapted for the stage from the best-selling memoir, The
Speckled People tells a profoundly moving story of a young
boy trapped in a language war. Set in 1950s Ireland, this is a
gripping, poignant, and at times very funny family drama of
homesickness, control and identity. As a young boy, Hugo
Hamilton struggles with what it means to be speckled, "half
and half... Irish on top and German below." An idealistic Irish
father enforces his cultural crusade by forbidding his son to
speak English while his German mother tries to rescue him
with her warm-hearted humour and uplifting industry. The boy
must free himself from his father and from bullies on the
street who persecute him with taunts of Nazism. Above all he
must free himself from history and from the terrible secrets of
his mother and father before he can find a place where he
belongs. Surrounded by fear, guilt, and frequently comic
cultural entanglements, Hugo tries to understand the
differences between Irish history and German history and to
turn the strange logic of what he is told into truth. It is a
journey that ends in liberation but not before the long-buried
secrets at the back of the parents' wardrobe have been laid
bare.
Sadie is Protestant, Kevin is Catholic - and on the tense
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streets of Belfast their lives collide. It starts with a dare - kids
fooling around - but soon becomes something dangerous.
Getting to know Sadie Jackson will change Kevin's life
forever. But will the world around them change too? The first
of Joan Lingard's ground-breaking Kevin and Sadie books.
"It's a very weird sensation to be shot at… Very often you see
the gunman when it's too late or you don't see him at all. You
might as well just be targets on a rifle range. I often wondered
if I would get through this tour ok, and even now I still do… " In
the four-month period during 1971 that Gunner Stephen
Corbett was stationed in Andersontown, Northern Ireland, 33
servicemen were killed by terrorist action in the province. His
unit, 9 (Plassey) Bty, Royal Artillery, was attacked by a bomb,
bullet or rioters on more than 400 occasions. In 1972 alone,
the toll of service personnel killed was more than 100. Yet
their action was never classed as a war. When the
servicemen returned home there were no marches through
the streets to cheering crowds. They just quietly slipped in
unnoticed and carried on with their other duties. The young
Gunner's notebooks detailing his two tours of duty Andersontown, November 1971 - March 1972, and New
Lodge June 1974 - October 1974 - were put in a drawer
where they were to lay, untouched, for more than 30 years.
Here, for the first time, this account of his service is vividly
brought to life and validated through newspaper articles,
intelligence reports, and surviving examples of IRA
propaganda. Share in the day-to-day life of a Gunner and his
'band of brothers' as they patrol the streets of this unforgiving
suburban battleground. Relive the sights and sounds of the
rioting and gun battles, and the devastating losses of fallen
comrades Bernie Fearns and Kim Maccunn. Especially rare
are the large collection of photographs taken by the author at
that time, illustrating the life of a serviceman both on and off
duty. 'Belfast Diaries' offers a unique opportunity to see this
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conflicted city through the eyes of an serviceman charged
with peace-keeping duties at the height of 'The Troubles'; a
real 'must-read' for any Northern Ireland or British Army
enthusiast.
Fifteen minutes before five o'clock on Good Friday, 1998,
Senator George Mitchell was informed that his long and
difficult quest for an Irish peace accord had succeeded--the
Protestants and Catholics of Northern Ireland, and the
governments of the Republic of Ireland and the United
Kingdom, would sign the agreement. Now Mitchell, who
served as independent chairman of the peace talks for the
length of the process, tells us the inside story of the grueling
road to this momentous accord. For more than two years,
Mitchell, who was Senate majority leader under Presidents
Bush and Clinton, labored to bring together parties whose
mutual hostility--after decades of violence and
mistrust--seemed insurmountable: Sinn Fein, represented by
Gerry Adams; the Catholic moderates, led by John Hume; the
majority Protestant party, headed by David Trimble; Ian
Paisley's hard-line unionists; and, not least, the governments
of the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom, headed by
Bertie Ahern and Tony Blair. The world watched as the tense
and dramatic process unfolded, sometimes teetering on the
brink of failure. Here, for the first time, we are given a behindthe-scenes view of the principal players--the personalities
who shaped the process--and of the contentious, at times
vitriolic, proceedings. We learn how, as the deadline
approached, extremist violence and factional intransigence
almost drove the talks to collapse. And we witness the
intensity of the final negotiating session, the interventions of
Ahern and Blair, the late-night phone calls from President
Clinton, a last-ditch attempt at disruption by Paisley, and
ultimately an agreement that, despite subsequent
inflammatory acts aimed at destroying it, has set Northern
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Ireland's future on track toward a more lasting peace.
Narrates the events of "Bloody Sunday," when British
paratroopers opened fire on Irish Catholics, resulting in
thirteen deaths and a renewed, violent fight against British
presence.
An examination of torture (in the name of the state) in three
democracies (Israel, Northern Ireland, and the United States)
by John Conroy, a Chicago journalist with a strong following
among readers who know his previous book (a war diary of
life in Belfast).
G.B. Kenna was the pseudonym of Fr John Hassan and
Facts and Figures of the Belfast Pogrom 1920-1922 was his
compilation of reports to the Provisional Irish government in
Dublin on sectarian violence in Belfast during the Irish War of
Independence, Truce period and the start of the Civil War.
Originally published by O'Connell Publishers in 1922, only 18
copies were bound and distributed with the remainder
seemingly withdrawn on the direction of Michael Collins just
prior to Collins' death. This reprint reproduces the text as it
appeared in the original. While the record of fatalities appears
incomplete, the book provides a contemporary insight into the
violence experienced in Belfast at the time.
Sensational tales of true-life crime, the devastation of the Irish
potato famine, the upheaval of the Civil War, and the
turbulent emergence of the American labor movement are
connected in a captivating exploration of the roots of the
Molly Maguires. A secret society of peasant assassins in
Ireland that re-emerged in Pennsylvania’s hard-coal region,
the Mollies organized strikes, murdered mine bosses, and
fought the Civil War draft. Their shadowy twelve-year duel
with all powerful coal companies marked the beginning of
class warfare in America. But little has been written about the
origins of this struggle and the folk culture that informed
everything about the Mollies. A rare book about the birth of
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the secret society, The Sons of Molly Maguire delves into the
lost world of peasant Ireland to uncover the astonishing links
between the folk justice of the Mollies and the folk drama of
the Mummers, who performed a holiday play that always
ended in a mock killing. The link not only explains much about
Ireland’s Molly Maguires—where the name came from, why
the killers wore women’s clothing, why they struck around
holidays—but also sheds new light on the Mollies’ reemergence in Pennsylvania. The book follows the Irish to the
anthracite region, which was transformed into another Ulster
by ethnic, religious, political, and economic conflicts. It charts
the rise there of an Irish secret society and a particularly
political form of Mummery just before the Civil War, shows
why Molly violence was resurrected amid wartime strikes and
conscription, and explores how the cradle of the American
Mollies became a bastion of later labor activism. Combining
sweeping history with an intensely local focus, The Sons of
Molly Maguire is the captivating story of when, where, how,
and why the first of America’s labor wars began.
What was the full impact of the Second World War on
Northern Ireland and how important was its role in the allied
cause? This book assesses Northern Ireland's contribution to
the war effort—its industrial production, its use as a base and
training center for British and American troops, its strategic
importance in the Battle of the Atlantic and the contribution of
its volunteers to the allied campaigns. Using recently released
papers in Dublin, it looks anew at the Blitz, particularly on
whether the lights in neutral Eire helped the German bombers
in their devasting raids. It recreates much of the atmosphere
of what it was like to live for over 5 years under the combined
attentions of German bombers, shortages, bureancracy and
American soldiers. It examines the sensitive issues of why
there was no conscription, the initially lacklustre performance
of the Unionist government, de Valera's persistence with
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neutrality, and the extent of the tensions between locals and
GIs stationed here. The long-term significance of the War—on
inter-community relations, on governmental relations north
and south, and between Stormont and Westminster - is
assessed. It contends that in many of these areas, and in the
establishment of the post-war welfare state, the Second
World War was a major turning point in the history of Northern
Ireland.
The Carnival at Bray meets West Side Story in Sarah
Carlson's powerful YA debut; set in post-conflict Belfast
(Northern Ireland), alternating between two teenagers, both
trying to understand their past and preserve their future.
Seventeen-year-olds, Fiona and Danny must choose
between their dreams and the people they aspire to be. Fiona
and Danny were born in the same hospital. Fiona's mom fled
with her to the United States when she was two, but, fourteen
years after the Troubles ended, a forty-foot-tall peace wall still
separates her dad's Catholic neighborhood from Danny's
Protestant neighborhood. After chance brings Fiona and
Danny together, their love of the band Fading Stars, big
dreams, and desire to run away from their families unites
them. Danny and Fiona must help one another overcome the
burden of their parents' pasts. But one ugly truth might shatter
what they have...
An historian and archivist in Ireland presents the diaries of
Emma Duffin, which describe her experiences as a Voluntary
Aid Detachment nurse for wounded soldiers in World War I in
Egypt and France from 1915 to 1919.
Set in Derry, Northern Ireland in the 1990s, Derry Girls is a
candid, one-of-a-kind comedy about what it's like to be a
teenage girl living amongst conflict. It's a time of armed police
in armoured Land Rovers and British Army check points. But
it's also the time of Murder She Wrote, The Cranberries, SaltN-Pepa, Doc Martens and The X Files. And while The
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Troubles may hang over her hometown, Erin has troubles of
her own, like the fact that the boy she's in love with (actually
in LOVE with) doesn't know she exists. Or that her Ma and
Aunt Sarah make her include her weirdo cousin Orla in
everything she does. Or that head teacher Sister Michael
refuses to acknowledge Erin as a literary genius. Not to
mention the fact that her second best friend has ALMOST
had sex, whereas Erin's never even kissed anyone yet.
These are Erin's Troubles. Described by the Guardian as
'daft, profane and absolutely brilliant', by the New Statesman
as 'pitch-perfect' and by i-D as 'the greatest show on British
(and Irish) TV', Derry Girls has dazzled audiences for two
series, with Channel 4's biggest UK comedy launch since
2004 and the biggest television series in Northern Ireland
since modern records began. Now, this autumn, comes the
first official tie-in. In the manner of the very best TV comedy
books, Erin's Diary is a hilarious 'in world' publication that
extends the laugh-out-loud humour of Derry Girls onto the
page. With Erin's inner take on everything that has happened
so far, this book will both dive deeper into the events we have
seen unfold on the screen and unveil brand new stories and
never-before-revealed details about characters. Complete
with newspaper clippings, doodles, poetry, school reports,
handwritten notes from her friends, and much much more,
Erin's Diary is as warm, funny and brilliantly observed as the
TV; a must-have for fans this Christmas. 'Erin is sixteen and
wishes she had a boyfriend and a life. Nothing else really
happens... It's boring.' Orla McCool
In Another World is a unique trip through Belfast, mapped into
the mystic through the timeless music of Van ‘the Man’
Morrison. The aptly soulful and inventive prose stems from
the electric wit of acclaimed poet and fellow Belfast man,
Gerald Dawe. Struck by the extraordinary brand of rhythm
and blues that was Morrison’s brainchild, Dawe’s book is a
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celebration of the inspirations that underlie Morrison’s music.
Silhouetted in the work is Belfast, moody and vibrant, and the
formative influence of the pre-Troubles northern capital on
Morrison’s musical direction. Dawe’s writing transmutes the
tender and unforgettable strains of Morrison’s work, from the
release in 1968 of Astral Weeks to the publication in 2014 of
Lit Up Inside: Selected Lyrics. A powerful tribute to mark Van
Morrison’s accomplishments, In Another World taps into his
legacy’s eclectic soul and is kin to its enchantments.
In 1969, an eruption of armed violence traumatized Northern
Ireland and transformed a period of street protest over civil
rights into decades of paramilitary warfare by republicans and
loyalists. In this evocative memoir, Malachi O'Doherty not
only recounts his experiences of living through the Troubles,
but also recalls a revolution in his lifetime. However, it wasn't
the bloody revolution that was shown on TV but rather the
slow reshaping of the culture of Northern Ireland - a real
revolution that was entirely overshadowed by the conflict.
Incorporating interviews with political, professional and
paramilitary figures, O'Doherty draws a profile of an era that
produced real social change, comparing and contrasting it
with today, and asks how frail is the current peace as Brexit
approaches, protest is back on the streets and violence is
simmering in both republican and loyalist camps.
Belfast, 1914. Two years after the sinking of the Titanic, high
society has become obsessed with spiritualism. In their
collective grief they are attempting to reach their departed
through séances. William Jackson Crawford is a man of
science and a sceptic, but one night with everyone sitting
around the circle, voices come to him seemingly from beyond
the veil, placing doubt in his heart and a seed of obsession in
his mind. Could the spirits truly be communicating with him or
is this one of Kathleen's parlour tricks gone too far? Based on
the true story of William Jackson Crawford and famed
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medium Kathleen Goligher, and with a cast of characters that
includes Arthur Conan Doyle and Harry Houdini, West
conjures a haunting tale that will keep you guessing until the
end.
Growing up in the Shankill area of Belfast and living through
the sectarian turmoil of the late 1960s, Billy Hutchinson joined
the UVF in the early 1970s. In 1974, at the age of just 19, he
was sentenced to life in prison, and it was in the cages of
Long Kesh that he first came under the influence of loyalist
icon Gusty Spence. Hutchinson spent much of the 1980s as
overall Commanding Officer of UVF/Red Hand Commando
prisoners, and upon his release, became involved with the
recently established Progressive Unionist Party. As an
authentic link between the UVF and the PUP, he was at the
forefront of negotiations that led to the Belfast Agreement and
was the UVF’s point of contact during the weapons
decommissioning programme. Written with candour and
honesty, this is a lively first-hand account of an extraordinary
life and reveals previously hidden episodes of both the
Northern Ireland Troubles and the high-profile negotiations
that led to the Belfast Agreement of 1998. rom Tartan gang
member to leading loyalist paramilitary, and from progressive
unionist politician to respected Belfast City Councillor, My Life
in Loyalism is Billy Hutchinson’s remarkable story.

This book combines documentary evidence with
original interviews with politicians, mediators, civil
servants, and Republicans to create a vivid of the
secret negotiations and back-channels that were
used in repeated efforts to end the Northern Ireland
conflict.
John Chambers was brought up on Belfast's
notorious Loyalist Glencairn estate, during the height
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of the Troubles. From an early age he witnessed
violence, hatred and horror as Northern Ireland tore
itself apart in civil strife. Kneecapping, brutal
murders, and even public tarring-and-feathering
were simply a fact of life for the children on the
estate. He thought he knew which side he was on,
but although raised as a Loyalist, he was hiding a
troubling secret: that his disappeared mother - whom
he'd always been told was dead - was a Roman
Catholic, 'the enemy'. In a memoir of rare power,
John explores the dark heart of Northern Irish
sectarianism in the seventies and eighties. With
searing honesty and native Belfast wit, he describes
the light and darkness of his unique childhood, and
his teenage journey through mod culture and ultraLoyalism, before an escape from Belfast to London where, still haunted by the shadow of his fractured
family history - he began a turbulent and hedonistic
adulthood. A Belfast Child is a tale of divided
loyalties, dark secrets and the scars left by hatred
and violence on a proud city - but also a story of
hope, healing and ultimate redemption for a family
caught in the rising tide of the Troubles.
A scrabrously funny look inside the classroom from a
teacher who has had enough of a system that is on
its knees and with morale at rock-bottom. Intoning
his mantra of ‘July, July, July!’ the anonymous
author – still a serving secondary school teacher –
ranges over his teaching career from his student
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practice to the present day: from colleagues praying
for a minor heart attacks so they can get six months
paid leave and a foot in the door of early retirement,
to the increasing alienation of young people and the
alarming rise in mental health issues and selfharming. Reasoning that it’s either laugh or cry, this
teacher does both. Heartfelt and seriously funny,
Class War is a diary account written as therapy, and
an inside look like no other at the pressure-cooker
that is a secondary school. Hilarious, heart-breaking
and impassioned, this is a book about the value and
importance of good teachers and good schools in a
world where lack of resources and ever increasing
demands place intolerable strains on them, Class
War is a heartfelt portrait of the profession of
teaching and a state education system where no one
should be left behind but too many are.
It's 1945, and the world is in the grip of war. Hideki
lives with his family on the island of Okinawa, near
Japan. When the Second World War crashes onto
his shores, Hideki is drafted to fight for the Japanese
army. He is handed a grenade and a set of
instructions: Don't come back until you've killed an
American soldier. Ray, a young American Marine,
has just landed on Okinawa. This is Ray's first-ever
battle, and he doesn't know what to expect -- or if
he'll make it out alive. All he knows that the enemy is
everywhere. Hideki and Ray each fight their way
across the island, surviving heart-pounding
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ambushes and dangerous traps. But then the two of
them collide in the middle of the battle... And choices
they make in that single instant will change
everything. Alan Gratz, New York Times bestselling
author of Refugee, returns with this high-octane
story of how fear and war tear us apart, but how
hope and redemption tie us together. Reviews for
Refugee: "An absolute must read for people of all
ages" - Hannah Greendale, Goodreads "Like RJ
Palacio's Wonder, this book should be mandatory
reading..." - Skip, Goodreads "I liked how the book
linked history with adventure, and combined to make
a realistic storyline for all three characters" - AJH,
aged 11, Toppsta
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