Read Book A History Of Venice John Julius Norwich

A History Of Venice John Julius Norwich
John Julius Norwich's dazzling history of Venice from its origins to its eighteenth
century fall. 'Lord Norwich has loved and understood Venice as well as any other
Englishman has ever done. He has put readers of his generation more in his debt
than any other English writer' Peter Levi, The Sunday Times.
Four hundred years after its first performance, The Merchant of Venice continues
to draw audiences, spark debate, and elicit controversy. This collection of new
essays examines the performance and study of Shakespeare's play from a broad
range of contemporary critical approaches. The contributors, drawn from four
continents, build upon recent scholarship in new historicism, feminism,
performance theory, and postcolonial studies to present new perspectives on the
play, and offer fresh insights into its critical legacy on stage and as a literary text.
A substantial introductory essay provides important historical context and surveys
major critical approaches to the play over the centuries. This volume is an
essential companion to The Merchant of Venice and a significant contribution to
Shakespearean criticism.
Shakespeare and Venice is the first book length study to describe and chronicle
the mythology of Venice that was formulated in the Middle Ages and has
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persisted in fiction and film to the present day. Graham Holderness focuses
specifically on how that mythology was employed by Shakespeare to explore
themes of conversion, change, and metamorphosis. Identifying and outlining the
materials having to do with Venice which might have been available to
Shakespeare, Holderness provides a full historical account of past and present
Venetian myths and of the city's relationship with both Judaism and Islam.
Holderness also provides detailed readings of both The Merchant of Venice and
of Othello against these mythical and historical dimensions, and concludes with
discussion of Venice's relevance to both the modern world and to the past.
The children's version of the #1 New York Times bestselling classic Seriously,
Just Go to Sleep is the G-rated, child-friendly version of the book every parent
has been talking about. Go the F*** to Sleep, the picture book for adults, became
a cultural sensation by striking a universal chord for parents. Now, Adam
Mansbach and Ricardo Cortés reunite with Seriously, Just Go to Sleep, inviting
the children themselves in on the joke. Of course, kids are well aware of how
difficult they can be at bedtime. With Mansbach's new child-appropriate narrative,
kids will recognize their tactics, giggle at their own mischievousness, and
empathize with their parents' struggles--a perspective most children's books don't
capture. Most importantly, it provides a common ground for children and their
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parents to talk about one of their most stressful daily rituals. This fresh rendition
includes Cortés's updated illustrations, with a cameo appearance by Samuel L.
Jackson, who narrated the audio book version of Go the F*** to Sleep. This is a
fixed-format ebook, which preserves the design and layout of the original print
book.
In the wake of her father's death, Rose Newlin finds solace in her work as a book
restorer. Then, one rainy Connecticut afternoon, a struggling painter appears at
her door. William Lomazzo brings with him a sixteenth-century treatise on art,
which Rose quickly identifies as a palimpsest: a document written over a hidden
diary that had purposely been scraped away. Yet the restoration sparks an
unforeseen challenge when William--a married man--and Rose experience an
instant, unspoken attraction. Five centuries earlier, Renaissance-era Venetians
find themselves at the mercy of an encroaching Ottoman fleet preparing for a
bloody war. Giovanni Lomazzo, a portrait artist grappling with tragedy, discovers
that his vision is fading with each passing day. Facing the possibility of a
completely dark world, Gio begins to document his every encounter, including
what may be his final artistic feat: a commission to paint the enchanting
courtesan of one of Venice's most powerful military commanders. Soon,
however, Gio finds himself enraptured by a magnificent forbidden love.
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Spellbound by Gio's revelations, Rose and William are soon forced to confront
the reality of their own mystifying connection.
Lane, who specialized in medieval Venetian history.
A collection of sinister stories set in Venice and the Veneto region features
contributions from such noted mystery authors as Francesca Mazzucato, Emily
St. John Mandel, and Matteo Righetto.
'Norwich has loved and understood Venice as well as any other Englishman has
ever done' Sunday Times 'Will become the standard English work of Venetian
history' Financial Times ___________________ Renowned historian, and author
of A Short History of Byzantium, John Julius Norwich's classic history of Venice A
History of Venice tells the story of this most remarkable of cities from its founding
in the fifth century, through its unrivalled status for over a thousand years as one
of the world's busiest and most powerful city states, until its fall at the hands of
Napoleon in 1797. Rich in fascinating historical detail, populated by extraordinary
characters and packed with a wealth of incident and intrigue, this is a brilliant
testament to a great city - and a great and gripping read. ___________________
'The standard Venetian history in English' The Times 'Norwich has the gift of
historical perspective, as well as clarity and wit. Few can tell a good story better
than he' Spectator
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As a city that seems to float between Europe and Asia, removed by a lagoon
from the tempos of terra firma, Venice has long seduced the Western
imagination. Since the 1797 fall of the Venetian Republic, fantasies about the
sinking city have engendered an elaborate series of romantic clichés, provoking
conflicting responses: some modern artists and intellectuals embrace the
resistance to modernity manifest in Venice's labyrinthine premodern form and
temporality, whereas others aspire to modernize by "killing the moonlight" of
Venice, in the Futurists' notorious phrase. Spanning the history of literature, art,
and architecture—from John Ruskin, Henry James, and Ezra Pound to Manfredo
Tafuri, Italo Calvino, Jeanette Winterson, and Robert Coover—Killing the
Moonlight tracks the pressures that modernity has placed on the legacy of
romantic Venice, and the distinctive strains of aesthetic invention that resulted
from the clash. In Venetian incarnations of modernism, the anachronistic urban
fabric and vestigial sentiment that both the nation-state of Italy and the historical
avant-garde would cast off become incompletely assimilated parts of the new.
Killing the Moonlight brings Venice into the geography of modernity as a living
city rather than a metaphor for death, and presents the archipelago as a crucible
for those seeking to define and transgress the conceptual limits of modernism. In
strategic detours from the capitals of modernity, the book redrafts the confines of
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modernist culture in both geographical and historical terms.
Bembo (1470-1547), a Venetian nobleman, later a Roman Catholic cardinal, was
the most celebrated Latin stylist of his day and was widely admired for his
writings in Italian. The History of Venice was published posthumously, in Latin
and in his own Italian version. This edition makes it available for the first time in
English translation.
"Illustrated collection of scholarly essays that provides commentary on both the
history of Venice and the bequest of paintings it left to the world"--Provided by
publisher.
Ranging from the days of the 6th century--when the early lagoon-dwellers lived
"like sea-birds, in huts built on heaps of osiers" to the exquisite city of 18thcentury revelers and 19th-century art lovers--the city's many different guises are
revealed as its visitors saw them.
Often hailed as one of the best travel books ever written, Venice is neither a
guide nor a history book, but a beautifully written immersion in Venetian life and
character, set against the background of the city's past. Analysing the particular
temperament of Venetians, as well as its waterways, its architecture, its bridges,
its tourists, its curiosities, its smells, sounds, lights and colours, there is scarcely
a corner of Venice that Jan Morris has not investigated and brought vividly to life.
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Jan Morris first visited the city of Venice as young James Morris, during World
War II. As she writes in the introduction, 'it is Venice seen through a particular
pair of eyes at a particular moment - young eyes at that, responsive above all to
the stimuli of youth.' Venice is an impassioned work on this magnificent but often
maddening city. Jan Morris's collection of travel writing and reportage spans over
five decades and includes such titles as Sydney, Coronation Everest, Hong
Kong, Spain and Manhattan '45. Since its first publication, Venice has appeared
in many editions, won the W.H. Heinemann award and become an international
bestseller. 'The best book about Venice ever written' Sunday Times 'No sensible
visitor should visit the place without it . . . Venice stands alone as the essential
introduction, and as a work of literature in its own right.' Observer
Venice Reconsidered offers a dynamic portrait of Venice from the establishment
of the Republic at the end of the thirteenth century to its fall to Napoleon in 1797.
In contrast to earlier efforts to categorize Venice's politics as strictly republican
and its society as rigidly tripartite and hierarchical, the scholars in this volume
present a more fluid and complex interpretation of Venetian culture. Drawing on a
variety of disciplines—history, art history, and musicology—these essays present
innovative variants of the myth of Venice—that nearly inexhaustible repertoire of
stories Venetians told about themselves.
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The Republic of Venice was the first great economic, cultural, and naval power of
the modern Western world. After winning the struggle for ascendency in the late
13th century, the Republic enjoyed centuries of unprecedented glory and built a
trading empire which at its apogee reached as far afield as China, Syria, and
West Africa. This golden period only drew to an end with the Republic’s eventual
surrender to Napoleon. The Venetians illuminates the character of the Republic
during these illustrious years by shining a light on some of the most celebrated
personalities of European history—Petrarch, Marco Polo, Galileo, Titian, Vivaldi,
Casanova... Frequently, though, these emblems of the city found themselves at
odds with the Venetian authorities, who prized stability above all else and were
notoriously suspicious of any "cult of personality." Was this very tension perhaps
the engine for the Republic’s unprecedented rise? Rich with biographies of some
of the most exalted characters who have ever lived, The Venetians is a
refreshing and authoritative new look at the history of the most evocative of citystates.
“The rise and fall of Venice’s empire is an irresistible story and [Roger] Crowley,
with his rousing descriptive gifts and scholarly attention to detail, is its perfect
chronicler.”—The Financial Times The New York Times bestselling author of
Empires of the Sea charts Venice’s astounding five-hundred-year voyage to the
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pinnacle of power in an epic story that stands unrivaled for drama, intrigue, and
sheer opulent majesty. City of Fortune traces the full arc of the Venetian imperial
saga, from the ill-fated Fourth Crusade, which culminates in the sacking of
Constantinople in 1204, to the Ottoman-Venetian War of 1499–1503, which sees
the Ottoman Turks supplant the Venetians as the preeminent naval power in the
Mediterranean. In between are three centuries of Venetian maritime dominance,
during which a tiny city of “lagoon dwellers” grow into the richest place on earth.
Drawing on firsthand accounts of pitched sea battles, skillful negotiations, and
diplomatic maneuvers, Crowley paints a vivid picture of this avaricious,
enterprising people and the bountiful lands that came under their dominion. From
the opening of the spice routes to the clash between Christianity and Islam,
Venice played a leading role in the defining conflicts of its time—the
reverberations of which are still being felt today. “[Crowley] writes with a racy
briskness that lifts sea battles and sieges off the page.”—The New York Times
“Crowley chronicles the peak of Venice’s past glory with Wordsworthian
sympathy, supplemented by impressive learning and infectious
enthusiasm.”—The Wall Street Journal
For the past generation, most historical work on the Italian Renaissance has been
devoted to the ways in which city states such as Venice transformed their captured
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territories into a regional state during the fifteenth century. The territorial state approach
de-emphasizes the persistence of communal politics and the communal identities of the
subject cities of the new territorial states. Bowd’s study is an important corrective to
this argument. Based on extensive archival research in Brescia and Venice, Venice’s
Most Loyal City explores the creation of a civic identity based on local politics, religion,
and ritual. Communal identity flourished in Brescia in ways that reveal the strength of
local autonomy and the limits of state building in the triumphal age for Venice. It is
especially sophisticated in the analysis of the treatment of Brescia’s Jews and alleged
witches. By employing the most recent methods of historical analysis derived from ritual
and religious studies, Bowd manages to return to an older conception of Renaissance
Italy that has been eclipsed in recent years.
In the fall of 1948, Ernest Hemingway and his fourth wife traveled for the first time to
Venice, which Hemingway called "absolutely god-damned wonderful." A year shy of his
fiftieth birthday, Hemingway hadn't published a novel in nearly a decade when he met
and fell in love with Adriana Ivancich, a striking Venetian girl just out of finishing school.
Here Andrea di Robilant re-creates with sparkling clarity this surprising, years-long
relationship, during which Adriana inspired a man thirty years her senior to complete his
great final work. Hemingway used Adriana as the model for Renata in Across the River
and into the Trees, and continued to visit Venice to see her; when the Ivanciches
traveled to Cuba, Adriana was there as he wrote The Old Man and the Sea. The
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illuminating story of writer and muse--which also examines the cost to a young woman
of her association with a larger-than-life literary celebrity--Autumn in Venice is an
intimate look at Hemingway's final years.
How could early modern Venice, a city renowned for its political freedom and social
harmony, also have become a center of religious dissent and inquisitorial repression?
To answer this question, John Martin develops an innovative approach that deftly
connects social and cultural history. The result is a profoundly important contribution to
Renaissance and Reformation studies. Martin offers a vivid re-creation of the social and
cultural worlds of the Venetian heretics—those men and women who articulated their
hopes for religious and political reform and whose ideologies ranged from evangelical
to anabaptist and even millenarian positions. In exploring the connections between
religious beliefs and social experience, he weaves a rich tapestry of Renaissance urban
life that is sure to intrigue all those involved in anthropological, religious, and historical
studies—students and scholars alike.
John Julius Norwich’s A History of Venice has been dubbed “indispensable” by none
other than Jan Morris. Now, in his second book on the city once known as La
Serenissima, Norwich advances the story in this elegant chronicle of a hundred years of
Venice’s highs and lows, from its ignominious capture by Napoleon in 1797 to the
dawn of the 20th century. An obligatory stop on the Grand Tour for any cultured
Englishman (and, later, Americans), Venice limped into the 19th century–first under the
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yoke of France, then as an outpost of the Austrian Hapsburgs, stripped of riches yet
indelibly the most ravishing city in Italy. Even when subsumed into a unified Italy in
1866, it remained a magnet for aesthetes of all stripes–subject or setting of books by
Ruskin and James, a muse to poets and musicians, in its way the most gracious
courtesan of all European cities. By refracting images of Venice through the visits of
such extravagant (and sometimes debauched) artists as Lord Byron, Richard Wagner,
and the inimitable Baron Corvo, Norwich conjures visions of paradise on a lagoon, as
enduring as brick and as elusive as the tides.
An inspector rages against the announcement that police HQ is to relocate – the way so
many of the city’s residents already have – to the mainland... An aspiring author
struggles with the inexorable creep of rentalisation that has forced him to share his
apartment, and life, with ‘global pilgrims’... An ageing painter rails against the liberties
taken by tourists, but finds his anger undermined by his own childhood memories of the
place... The Venice presented in these stories is a far cry from the ‘impossibly
beautiful’, frozen-in-time city so familiar to the thousands who flock there every year –
a city about which, Henry James once wrote, ‘there is nothing new to be said.’
Instead, they represent the other Venice, the one tourists rarely see: the real, everyday
city that Venetians have to live and work in. Rather than a city in stasis, we see it at a
crossroads, fighting to regain its radical, working-class soul, regretting the policies that
have seen it turn slowly into a theme park, and taking the pandemic as an opportunity
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to rethink what kind of city it wants to be.
This book is a sweeping historical portrait of the floating city of Venice from its
foundations to the present day. Joanne M. Ferraro considers Venice's unique
construction within an amphibious environment and identifies the Asian, European and
North African exchange networks that made it a vibrant and ethnically diverse
Mediterranean cultural centre. Incorporating recent scholarly insights, the author
discusses key themes related to the city's social, cultural, religious and environmental
history, as well as its politics and economy. A refuge and a pilgrim stop; an international
emporium and centre of manufacture; a mecca of spectacle, theatre, music, gambling
and sexual experimentation; and an artistic and architectural marvel, Venice's allure
springs eternal in every phase of the city's fascinating history.
Critically acclaimed author John Julius Norwich weaves the turbulent story of Sicily into
a spellbinding narrative that places the island at the crossroads of world history.
“Sicily,” said Goethe, “is the key to everything.” It is the largest island in the
Mediterranean, the stepping-stone between Europe and Africa, the link between the
Latin West and the Greek East. Sicily’s strategic location has tempted Roman
emperors, French princes, and Spanish kings. The subsequent struggles to conquer
and keep it have played crucial roles in the rise and fall of the world’s most powerful
dynasties. Yet Sicily has often been little more than a footnote in books about other
empires. John Julius Norwich’s engrossing narrative is the first to knit together all of
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the colorful strands of Sicilian history into a single comprehensive study. Here is a vivid,
erudite, page-turning chronicle of an island and the remarkable kings, queens, and
tyrants who fought to rule it. From its beginnings as a Greek city-state to its emergence
as a multicultural trading hub during the Crusades, from the rebellion against Italian
unification to the rise of the Mafia, the story of Sicily is rich with extraordinary moments
and dramatic characters. Writing with his customary deftness and humor, Norwich
outlines the surprising influence Sicily has had on world history—the Romans’
fascination with Greek civilization dates back to their sack of Sicily—and tells the story of
one of the world’s most kaleidoscopic cultures in a galvanizing, contemporary way.
This volume has been a long time coming—Norwich began to explore Sicily’s colorful
history during his first visit to the island in the early 1960s. The dean of popular
historians leads his readers through the millennia with the steady narrative hand of a
master teacher or the world’s most learned tour guide. Like the island itself, Sicily is a
book brimming with bold flavors that begs to be revisited again and again. Praise for
Sicily “Suavely readable . . . The very model of a popular historian, [Norwich] writes to
give pleasure to the common reader. And what pleasure it is.”—The Wall Street Journal
“Entertaining on every page . . . There is something ancient and sorrowful in Sicily,
‘some dark, brooding quality,’ just as captivating as its spellbinding history or its
beautiful and varied landscapes, from beaches to lemon groves, pine forests to
volcanoes. . . . The most amiable and freewheeling of guides, Norwich will always find
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time for the amusing anecdote.”—The Sunday Times “Utterly engrossing . . . written
with passion about the art and architecture of this magical island, filled with gossipy
tidbits and sweeping historical theories.”—The Daily Beast “Dazzling . . . Norwich is an
elegantly graceful and entertaining storyteller.”—Richmond Times-Dispatch “Charming .
. . richly nuanced history relayed with enormous fondness.”—Kirkus Reviews “A brisk
and always-lively tour.”—Open Letters Monthly “Norwich is deeply in love with Sicily.
[His] boundless affection has inspired a determined effort to understand its painful past.
The result is impressionistic, as love often is.”—The Times “Norwich sketches
personalities vividly. . . . He does the island and the reader a generous service in
providing such an amiable introduction.”—The Sunday Telegraph “Norwich tells
[Sicily’s] long, sad but fascinating story with sympathy and brio.”—Literary Review
Overzicht van de Venetiaanse architectuur, vanaf de stichting in de Romeinse tijd tot
nu.
John Law is concerned here with the administration of the Venetian state in the late
14th and 15th centuries, and specifically with its possessions on the mainland of Italy.
These gave Venice dangerously exposed and lengthy land frontiers, and also included
a number of cities whose loyalties were not to be taken for granted. Verona, Friuli and
the Trentino are the focus of several articles, while others look at the people and
families involved, and at Venice's relations with its powerful neighbours, from Milan to
Hungary. The studies demonstrate the substantial nature of Venetian involvement with
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the 'Terraferma', well-established by the start of the 15th century, and examine the
impact on the Venetian government itself of these mainland dominions.
An epic cultural journey that reveals how Venetian ingenuity and inventions—from
sunglasses and forks to bonds and currency—shaped modernity. How did a small,
isolated city—with a population that never exceeded 100,000, even in its heyday—come
to transform western civilization? Acclaimed anthropologist Meredith Small, the author
of the groundbreaking Our Babies, Ourselves examines the the unique Venetian social
structure that was key to their explosion of creativity and invention that ranged from the
material to social. Whether it was boats or money, medicine or face cream, opera,
semicolons, tiramisu or child-labor laws, these all originated in Venice and have shaped
contemporary notions of institutions and conventions ever since. The foundation of how
we now think about community, health care, money, consumerism, and globalization all
sprung forth from the Laguna Veneta. But Venice is far from a historic relic or a lifesized museum. It is a living city that still embraces its innovative roots. As climate
change effects sea-level rises, Venice is on the front lines of preserving its legacy and
cultural history to inspire a new generation of innovators.
No one has hitherto had the breadth of imagination and intellectual boldness to
describe and analyse government throughout recorded history and throughout the
world. This unique study of government is the culmination of the work of the late S. E.
Finer, one of the leading political scientistsof the twentieth century.Ranging over 5,000
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years, from the Sumerian city state to the modern European nation state, five themes
emerge: state-building, military formats, belief systems, social stratification, and
timespan. The three volumes examine both representative and exceptional polities, and
focus on politicalelites of different types.Ancient Monarchies and Empires opens with
Finer's masterly Conceptual Prologue, setting out the entire scope and structure of The
History. Books One and Two then consider early examples of the predominantly
`palace' type of polity, notably in respect of the Kingdoms of Egypt and the Empires
ofAssyria, Persia, Han China, and Rome; interspersed with consideration of the
`exceptional' Jewish Kingdoms and the Greek and Roman Republics.Professor Finer's
cogent descriptive analysis offers both an invaluable reference resource and an
exhilarating journey across time and space.
Looks at the history of Venice, from the fifth century to the present day.
What are the origins of the modern passion for Venice? During the two hundred years
since its political extinction, the shabby relic of a despised tyranny has been
transformed into a great modern cultural symbol celebrated by intellectual and literary
figures such as Ruskin, Proust, Mann and Henry James. This engaging and novel
interpretation explores the American and European obsession with the myth of a
beautiful city, and in doing so reveals much about the development of modern Western
sensibility. 'This book can be enjoyed whether or not you have been to Venice, or
whether you never intend to go.' Daily Telegraph 'Full of fresh and little-known material;
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it is almost unfailingly interesting and invariably well written.' Tony Tanner, New York
Review of Books 'An entirely fascinating history of the city as she has been seen, as
image and icon ... convincingly argued and consistently entertaining.' Independent
An incisive account of the history of the Venetian Republic chronicles its fifth-century
origins, development as a commercial and maritime power, Renaissance era, long
decline, and termination in 1797
An extraordinary chronicle of Venice, its people, and its grandeur Thomas Madden’s
majestic, sprawling history of Venice is the first full portrait of the city in English in
almost thirty years. Using long-buried archival material and a wealth of newly translated
documents, Madden weaves a spellbinding story of a place and its people, tracing an
arc from the city’s humble origins as a lagoon refuge to its apex as a vast maritime
empire and Renaissance epicenter to its rebirth as a modern tourist hub. Madden
explores all aspects of Venice’s breathtaking achievements: the construction of its
unparalleled navy, its role as an economic powerhouse and birthplace of capitalism, its
popularization of opera, the stunning architecture of its watery environs, and more. He
sets these in the context of the rise and fall of the Byzantine Empire, the endless waves
of Crusades to the Holy Land, and the awesome power of Turkish sultans. And perhaps
most critically, Madden corrects the stereotype of Shakespeare’s money-lending
Shylock that has distorted the Venetian character, uncovering instead a much more
complex and fascinating story, peopled by men and women whose ingenuity and deep
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faith profoundly altered the course of civilization.
A #1 New York Times Bestseller! "Funny, insightful, illuminating . . ." —The Boston
Globe Twelve years ago, Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil exploded into a
monumental success, residing a record-breaking four years on the New York Times
bestseller list (longer than any work of fiction or nonfiction had before) and turning John
Berendt into a household name. The City of Falling Angels is Berendt's first book since
Midnight, and it immediately reminds one what all the fuss was about. Turning to the
magic, mystery, and decadence of Venice, Berendt gradually reveals the truth behind a
sensational fire that in 1996 destroyed the historic Fenice opera house. Encountering a
rich cast of characters, Berendt tells a tale full of atmosphere and surprise as the
stories build, one after the other, ultimately coming together to portray a world as finely
drawn as a still-life painting.

An “engaging, enthusiastic, sympathetic, funny” journey through French history
from the New York Times-bestselling author of Absolute Monarchs (The Wall
Street Journal). Beginning with Julius Caesar’s conquest of Gaul in the first
century BC, this study of French history comprises a cast of legendary
characters?Charlemagne, Louis XIV, Napoleon, Joan of Arc, and Marie
Antoinette, to name a few?as John Julius Norwich chronicles France’s often
violent, always fascinating history. From the French Revolution?after which
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neither France nor the world would be the same again?to the storming of the
Bastille, from the Vichy regime and the Resistance to the end of the Second
World War, A History of France is packed with heroes and villains, battles and
rebellion—written with both an expert command of detail and a lively appreciation
for the subject matter by this “true master of narrative history” (Simon Sebag
Montefiore).
“Bad behavior makes for entertaining history” in this bold history of Europe, the
Middle East, and the men who ruled them in the early sixteenth century (Kirkus
Reviews). John Julius Norwich—“the very model of a popular historian”—is
acclaimed for his distinctive ability to weave together a fascinating narrative
through vivid detail, colorful anecdotes, and captivating characters. Here, he
explores four leaders—Henry VIII, Francis I, Charles V, and Suleiman—who led
their countries during the Renaissance (The Wall Street Journal). Francis I of
France was the personification of the Renaissance, and a highly influential patron
of the arts and education. Henry VIII, who was not expected to inherit the throne
but embraced the role with gusto, broke with the Roman Catholic Church and
appointed himself head of the Church of England. Charles V was the most
powerful man of the time, and unanimously elected Holy Roman Emperor. And
Suleiman the Magnificent—who stood apart as a Muslim—brought the Ottoman
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Empire to its apogee of political, military, and economic power. These men
collectively shaped the culture, religion, and politics of their respective domains.
With remarkable erudition, John Julius Norwich offers “an important history,
masterfully written,” indelibly depicting four dynamic characters and how their
incredible achievements—and obsessions with one another—changed Europe
forever (The Washington Times).
In the heart of Venice, a woman is sacrificed to a forgotten god, sparking a
mystery lost for thousands of years. Dr. Penelope Bryne is ridiculed by the
academic community for her quest to find the remnants of Atlantis, but when an
ancient and mysterious script is found at a murder site, she flies to Venice
determined to help the police before the killer strikes again. Penelope has spent
her entire life trying to ignore the unexplainable and magical history of Atlantis,
but when she meets the enigmatic Alexis Donato, everything she believes will be
challenged. Little does she know, Alexis has spent the last three years doing his
best to sabotage Penelope’s career so doesn’t learn the truth—Atlantis had
seven magicians who survived, and who he has a duty to protect. As Alexis
draws her into the darkly, seductive world of magic and history, Penelope will
have to use her heart as well as her head if she is to find the answers she seeks.
With the new MOSE system due to come online, and Carnivale exploding around
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them, Penelope and Alexis will have to work together to stop the killer and
prevent dark magic from pulling Venice into the sea.
Henry Maguire, emeritus professor of art history at Johns Hopkins University,
works on Byzantine and related cultures. He has written extensively on Venetian
art and the church of San Marco.
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